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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 June 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1-11,15-26,30,31, 34-4 1,44 and 45 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 1-11.15-26.30.31.34-41. 44 and 45 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/18/09 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is unclear whether the term "unnecessary" is actually being 
used to denote a limitation of the method or rather pertaining to an optional step which 
is not needed, but can be performed and therefore does not provide a definite basis for 
defining the scope of the claim. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-11, 15-26, 30, 31, 34-41, 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Chow et al (US 7,267,650 B2) in view of Haldeman 
(US 6,704,590 B2). Chow et al disclose a method for locating the coronary sinus using 
a steerable catheter (Col 4 Line 8-45), contrast media (Col 4 Line 55-62), observation 
means (Col 4 Line 32-Col 6 Line 35), guide lumen (Col 4 Line 27-Col 6 Line 35), 
guideiwre for imaging and guidance (Col 4 Line 15-45), pull wires for manipulation of the 
device and multiple lumens for allowing access to the guidewire and imaging system to 
place the catheter for treatment (Col 1 Line 14-32, and Col 4 Line 45-Col 5 Line 65). 

Chow et al do not describe methods of treatment of areas upstream from the 
device, other than to say that their methods are incorporated into procedures where 
such methods are performed (Col 1 Line 14-40). Attention is then directed to the 
secondary reference to Haldeman. Haldeman discloses a method of coronary sinus 
location using downstream flow as a marker for catheter guidance and integrated 
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surgical operations in the cardiovascular system. Haldeman includes a flexible tipped 
catheter (Col 4 Line 53-65), means for detecting the specific laminar flow away from the 
coronary sinus (Col 3 Line 20-Col 5 Line 65), payloads including contrast media, pacing 
leads, and drugs (Col 4 Line 20-40, and Col 5 Line 20-40), and also discloses flexible 
catheter and guidewires for the steering and operations of the catheter in vivo (Col 4 
Line 20-Col 5 Line 45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have incorporated the treatment payloads of Haldeman for 
delivery of therapy with the methods of Chow et al for the purpose of facilitating 
navigation and treatment of the coronary sinus or associated vasculature. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 6/18/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding the argument that the prior art does not disclose observation of 
contrast previous to advancement of a catheter into a target site via the direction of flow, 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Hadelman discloses that the location of the coronary 
sinus is located upstream through the direction of flow of fluid away from the opening, 
disturbing the contrast medium being injected (Col 9 Line 30-65). French size 
applicable to the instant application is found in Col 4 Line 40-55 of Haldeman. Applicant 
is hereby noted that while the references of record disclose the location of the coronary 
sinus and advancement of a wire into the coronary sinus, there does not appear to be 
disclosure of location of a vein beyond the coronary sinus through such an upstream 
location procedure. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOEL M. LAMPRECHT whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3250. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on (571) 272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRIAN CASLER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3737 

JML 



